
[image: ]
Institute of Postgraduate Legal Studies 
Phone number: +36 1 318-5912
eniko.hunyadizoltan@ajk.elte.hu



THEORETICAL FOUNDATIONS OF CONSTITUTIONALISM

Course outline: The course will give an overall assessment of different ideas and critical approaches of human rights. In its introductory part the course will develop the origins of the western human rights tradition, i.e. the theories of natural rights and the social contract (Locke, Blackstone), the American and French declarations of rights and their justification (Paine), the universal protection of rights based upon the notion of human dignity (Kant), and the consequential approach of liberty (Mill). The second part of the course will examine the alternative western conceptions: the “general will” (Rousseau), the British tradition (Burke), the utilitarian critic (Bentham), and the socialism (Marx). The third part is about the contemporary justifications of human rights (Rawls, Dworkin), and the post Second World War international and European protection of human rights (civil, political, social rights, individual and group rights, human rights and democracy). Finally, the course examines the contemporary critics of universal human rights, e.g. feminism (MacKinnon), communitarianism (Sandel), critical legal studies (Tushnet), and cultural relativism (with the help of texts from Sen).
Competences: The main objective of the course is to offer students a general review of the ideas of human rights protection and the contemporary critics of human rights. The course pursues a broader, holistic conception of human rights, which sees the intimate relation between the idea of human rights and its domestic, foreign and international applications in the beginning of the twenty-first century. Moreover, the course affords students the intellectual foundation and several basic materials for ploughing the rich field of human rights, whether in the academic or in practice, whether in an international or domestic context.
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