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INTERNATIONAL AND EUROPEAN REFUGEE LAW
MINORITY RIGHTS IN THE EU AND IN THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE  

Course description: This course explores the legal and policy issues of forced migration. It consists of three major blocks: the first sets the historic, conceptual and philosophical framework. The second reviews international refugee law, to be applied at the universal level. The third thoroughly investigates the European asylum acquis from its inception to its present state and looks into proposals concerning future development, covering both the normative and the institutional aspect. 
In academic respects the course will analyse in detail the cornerstone documents of the present refugee regime. These include the 1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees with its 1967 Protocol, and the evolving EU Common European Asylum System. The latter will be analysed by scrutinising the adopted acquis and the recasts as adopted. The increasing body of human rights treaties used for the protection of asylum seekers as well as selected national legal systems and case law will also be introduced and discussed. 
The course addresses the institutions, legal texts and outcome of the protection of minority rights in the EU and in the Council of Europe in details with reference to the OSCE. The course analyse the birth, content, supervisory mechanism, and impact of the Framework Convention on the Protection of National Minorities, the European Charter of Regional or Minority Languages alike the anti-discrimination rules of the European Convention on Human rights and the case-law of the ECHR. Special attention is given to EU Charter of Fundamental Rights; the anti-discrimination rules of the EU law and to the case law of the EU Court. The course provides an insight to the theoretical problems of the international protection of minority rights.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Competencies: In terms of cognitive skills the course is designed to develop the students’ readiness to develop logical arguments supporting a predetermined outcome, in other words to represent interests from a toolbox of available and legitimate legal arguments. Seminar discussion helps refine the argumentative and rhetoric skills. The presentation by each student during the course serves strengthening the research design capabilities, the skill of academic co-operation, and, at the same time the readiness for individual work. The historic and empirical aspects of the course enrich the personal motivation and enhance empathic identification, thereby openness to plurality. The link of theory with field experience will anchor the abstract scholarly knowledge in thick reality thereby preparing students to be effective agents if later they start to work in this field.
The final exam mobilises the analytical and critical skills and the ability to be productive under stress. Constant formal and informal feedback from the professor during the course creates an iterative process leading to deeper insight. Finally, the whole spirit of the course (as of refugee law itself) supports the idea of open society and the value of individual freedom and human rights. The course helps to improve skills to analyse international legal instruments in a comparative manner. The students will be able identify and evaluate the relationships between specific human rights.
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